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Three great friends change the history of aviation. One of 
them will also touch the lives of millions of readers with 
The Little Prince.  
France in the 1920s. Only the best pilots are given jobs at 
Latécoère. The successful candidates include Jean Mermoz, 
Henri Guillaumet and Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, three 
heroic aviators who will pioneer new mail routes across the 
world. No distance is too far and no mountain too high: the 
letters must reach their destination. Back on terra firma, 
they must deal with the troubles they encounter during a 
century torn apart by war.   
A cielo abierto portrays the incredible feats of three great 
friends who changed the history of aviation and also pays 
homage to the author of The Little Prince, an unforgettable 
writer who saw the world through a child’s eyes. 
Antonio Iturbe has written a thrilling novel that keeps a 
masterful balance between the exciting action and subtle 
emotions inspired by Saint-Exupéry’s view of the world. 
The characters are perfectly drawn and the settings range 
from Parisian salons and New York literary circles to 
the universe that surrounded these legendary aviators. 
This is a celebration of the essence of literature in a tale 
of friendship, impossible dreams, love and passion, the 
pleasure of flight and the discovery, from the air, of a 
beautiful, mysterious planet.

Seix Barral  |  624 pageS  |  March 2017

Antonio Iturbe (Zaragoza, 1967) has published the novels 
Rectos torcidos (2005), Días de sal (2008) and La bibliotecaria 
de Auschwitz (2012), winner of the Troa ‘Libros con valores’ 
Prize and published in eleven countries. He is the author 
of a series of children’s books, Los casos del Inspector Cito, 
translated into six languages, and the series La Isla de Susú. 
As a cultural journalist, he has worked for El Periódico, 
Fantastic Magazine and Qué Leer, which he has directed for 
the past seven years, contributed to publications such as 
Fotogramas and Avui and makes regular radio appearances. 
He is currently the director of the magazine Librújula, 
contributes to Cultura/s, El País, Heraldo de Aragón and 
Mercurio, and gives classes at the Universitat de Barcelona 
and the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid.

antonio iturbe

The Open Sky | A cielo abierto

Winner of the 2017 Biblioteca Breve Prize.

“A powerful narrator.” 
antón CastRo

“A courageous writer.” 
adolfo GaRCía oRteGa

“Antonio Iturbe combines the documentary precision of a born journalist 
with great narrative fluidity.” 

seRGio Vila-sanjuán

Option Publishers: Henry Holt (USA), Rizzoli (Italy), Meulenhoff (The Netherlands), Planeta Manuscrito (Portugal), Akropolis 

(Czech Republic), Pegasus (Turkey), Ediouro (Brazil), RAO Books (Romania), Shanghai Century Literature Publishing Company 

(China) and Shueisha (Japan).

GeneRal
Fiction

English sample available.
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Nuria’s quiet life with her husband, a travelling salesman 
who she doesn’t see as often as she’d like, is given a 
jolt when she reads an enigmatic advertisement in the 
newspaper that stirs her dream of becoming a writer. Even 
though she’s not quite sure what’s going to be involved, 
she agrees to become an anonymous writer of answers to 
questions sent to a radio show for which Elena Francis plays 
the role of agony aunt. Her work seems simple: she has to 
answer the letters that the show doesn’t have time for. But 
everything changes when a desperate listener tells her 
about children born with terrible defects. Nuria decides to 
investigate further and uncovers a criminal international 
network that will put her life at risk and change her fate 
forever.  

planeta  |  512 pageS  |  May 2017

Rosario Raro (Castellón, 1971) has a doctorate in Philology. 
She studied Creative Writing Technique at the Universidad 
Mayor de San Marcos and the Pontificia Universidad 
Católica de Perú, where she lived for a decade. She took 
a Post-Graduate in Business Communication at the 
Universitat Jaume I and another in Pedagogy at the 
Universidad de Valencia after receiving her undergraduate 
degree.
In 2009 she was one of the only Spanish finalists in the 
Virtuality Caza de letras writing competition run by 
UNAM and Alfaguara in Mexico. She has given numerous 
conferences and runs a creative writing class at the Uni-
versitat Jaume I de Castellón.
She is also the author of several other works, including 
Carretera de la Boca do Inferno, Surmenage, Perder el juicio, 
Los años debidos, Finlandia, La llave de Medusa, Desarmadas 
e invencibles and El alma de las máquinas. Her work has been 
translated into Catalan, Japanese, and French and won 
numerous national and international literary awards. 
www.rosarioraro.net

rosario raro

The Imprint of a Letter | La huella de una carta

A very successful agony aunt. Letters that conceal a dark plot. 
And a brave woman ready to do whatever it takes. 

The most popular radio show, the supposed “wonder drug” 
thalidomide world scandal in the sixties, and a story of forbidden 

love between a married woman and a former priest are just 
some of the unsettling aspects of this addictive thriller.   

After the success of her first novel, Volver a Canfranc (Return to Canfranc), 
which was one of the great literary surprises of 2015, 

with over 50,000 copies sold and audiovisual rights purchased 
by the successful producer Diagonal TV, Rosario Raro comes back 

with a powerful novel that also throws light on real life events that have 
been intentionally consigned to obscurity. 

Option Publishers: Kero Éditions (France).

GeneRal
Fiction
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Alejandro Casabona has been everything in public Spanish 
life: a major businessman, a patron and a political figure 
(firstly in the struggle against Franco, then as parliamentary 
leader during the Transition). At almost ninety years old, 
he is still active and influential until he dies suddenly for 
mysterious reasons at a gala dinner at the Royal Palace 
before the stunned gazes of the royals and his young third 
wife.   
In his will, he leaves a substantial legacy to an institute of 
business ethics but before accepting it, the director of the 
institute commissions the investigator Víctor Balmoral to 
find out just how ethical Casabona was.  
Was Casabona a role model or an unscrupulous 
businessman? Was he a political servant or did he twist 
politics to suit his needs? What role did he play in the death 
of his wife? These are the questions that Balmoral must find 
an answer to during an investigation that turns out to be far 
more complicated than he initially thinks. With this novel, 
Vila-Sanjuán begins a series featuring a journalist turned 
investigator with in-depth knowledge of the secret life of 
the city.

DeStino  |  288 pageS  |  January 2017

Sergio Vila-Sanjuán (Barcelona, 1957) is a journalist and 
novelist. He has been a cultural journalist since 1977 during 
which time he has been culture editor at El Correo Catalán 
and head writer at El Noticiero Universal. Since 1987, he 
has occupied the same role at La Vanguardia, where he 
currently coordinates the supplement Cultura/s. In 2010 
he published his first novel, Una heredera de Barcelona (An 
Heiress from Barcelona). In 2013, his second novel, Estaba en 
el aire (I Was in the Air), won the Premio Nadal. 
In 2005 he was named Commissar of the Year of the Book 
and Reading. He is a member of the Royal Academy of Fine 
Literature of Barcelona. 

sergio ViLa-sanjuán

The Casabona Report | El informe Casabona

Was Casabona a man of values or an unscrupulous businessman? 
Did he serve to politics or took advantages of his position? 

What role did he play in the death of his second wife? 
These are the questions of an investigation which involves 

the journalist Victor Balmoral much more than he has thought.

A journalist investigates a mystery that lifts the veil 
on the social and economic elite. 

liteRaRy
Fiction

Option Publishers: open road media (USA), Salani (Italy), Muza (Poland).
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They were young and well-bred but forced to fight for the 
only thing they didn’t have: their freedom. 
London, 1579. In a time of men governed by women, two 
young aristocrats – the future countess Inés Braukings and 
the bastard princess Victoria Dudley – rebel against the life 
to which they are condemned by birth and escape in search 
of freedom. To get away from their gilded cages, they set 
sail with El Miguel, a pirate ship captained by the skilful, 
cool-headed Miguel Saavedra, a personal friend of Queen 
Elizabeth, who has no idea about the Spaniard’s criminal 
activities. When the relationship with the captain and his 
pirate crew grows more complicated, Inés and Victoria will 
be obliged to leave and – with the help of the brave, lethal 
Shatidje – charter their own ship.

planeta  |  890 pageS  |  June 2017

María Vila has a degree in Law and a diploma in Economics, 
she currently gives classes in language and literature at a 
secondary school in Madrid.
In 2001 she published Nadie (No-one), a fantasy Novel. One 
year later, she won a literary prize with the story De noche 
(By Night), and Premio del Certamen Nacional de Novela 
Corta J. L. Castillo-Puche with the novella El tren (The 
Train).

maría ViLa 

The Legend of the Two Female Pirates
La leyenda de las dos piratas

La leyenda de las dos piratas is an adventure novel full of duels 
at dusk, impossible love, intrigue, death and unbreakable 

friendships set in a time when the only thing that matters 
in life is honour.  

A fabulous novel of adventure and love in the purest classical 
style, reminiscent of the great literary feats of Salgari, Walter 

Scott or Dumas. A women’s adventure novel.

Two young aristocrats, sick of their repressive lives in 16th century London, 
decide to charter their own pirate ship in search of the freedom 

they so keenly desire but that is barred to women. 
Nobles, kings, corsairs, soldiers and sailors of all kinds feature 

in this novel of audacious, brave and rebellious characters told at a thrilling 
pace and based on extensive research.  

GeneRal
Fiction
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The prestigious architect Emil Zarco receives the most 
important commission of his career: an ambitious urban 
project in which he will be able to implement his ideas about 
the essence and destiny of humanity. He believes that, as a 
species, we must survive through progress and by improving 
our abilities. In the same city, another man takes the opposite 
path: he is trying to disappear from a society where he doesn’t 
fit in. He refuses to speak. The Mute seeks no company.
Emil and the Mute are both emotionally crippled: one by 
the loss of a child and the other by an inability to have one. 
The city is witness and setting to their battle against their 
demons and for the love of a woman.

One of the most acclaimed international revelations of 
recent years, a publishing phenomenon.

Seix Barral  |  288 pageS  |  January 2017

Iván Repila was born in Bilbao 
in 1978. He is a writer, editor 
and cultural administrator. The 
co-founder of the publisher 
Masmédula Ediciones, which 

specializes in contemporary poetry, 
he has worked for different national 

and international bodies and institutions 
on the production, coordination and management of 
cultural congresses and events and theatre, music and dance 
festivals. He is the author of the novels Una comedia canalla 
(A Scoundrel Comedy, Libros del Silencio, 2012) and El niño que 
robó el caballo de Atila (The Boy who Stole Attila’s Horse, Libros 
del Silencio, 2013), which was published in ten countries. 
Several film producers have recently acquired the options to 
both novels for cinematic adaptations.

iVán rePiLa

Prelude to a War | Prólogo para una guerra 

The new novel by one of the most exciting and powerful 
young writers on the literary scene.

Option Publishers: Sellerio Editore (Italy), Denoël (France), Pushkin Press (UK/USA), Mirae N (Korea), Univers (Romania), De 

Bezige Bij (The Netherlands), Melani (Greece), Tokyo Sogensha (Japan). 

«To me, Iván Repila is one of the greatest voices in Spanish lite-

rature. With a few simple words he knows how to write incredi-

bly deeply about life, and about human relationships. What Iván 

transmits about human nature is fascinating, his great writing 

mastery and skill is astounding in someone so young. Iván has the 

power to reach many people with his prose.»  

Dana Burlac, Publisher

Denöel (France).

«Iván Repila’s prose is clinical, precise and beautiful.» 

EilEEn BattErsBy

Irish Times.

«Iván Repila is a fiercely original and powerful writer who pulls no 

punches and whose novels remain with you long after you finish 

the final page. Like most publishers who know Iván’s work I can’t 

wait to see what he does next.»

 aDam FrEuDEnhEim, Publisher and Managing Director

Pushkin Press (USA and UK).

 

“Iván Repila has the immense talent to turn writing into some-

thing universal through simple and symbolic images; that is why 

it makes such a deep impact. I am sure he’s meant to be one of the 

big names in Spanish literature.” 

ElEna ramírEz, Publisher, 

Seix Barral (Spain).

© Aixa de la Cruz

liteRaRy
Fiction
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Hereva di Tertius has always lived in a golden cage. She 
cannot wait to graduate in the Superior Academy for 
Impeccable Damsels, because that day, her parents, the King 
and the Queen, will introduce her to her future husband, 
and she will finally fulfill her destiny. At the same time, 
in the wheel of fortunes, a very inexperienced and quite 
callow paladin gets the more difficult task of all: rescuing 
the heir princess from the lair of the dragon. Maybe, after 
all, the princess is in trouble and she doesn’t even know it.
In a world of unpredictable magic, packed with incognito 
witches, polymath dragons, polymorph ogres, raven books, 
little girls howling to the rondola moon, and nettle people, 
both of them will discover that paths don’t always follow 
the maps, that when a cage opens its doors it’s the moment 
to dare for the unknown, and that, sometimes, the toad to 
kiss is no other than oneself. 

Minotauro  |  680 pageS  |  SepteMBer 2016

Sofía Rhei was born in Madrid in 1978, and studied Fine 
Art and Literary Theory in several countries. She has been 
an au-pair, a camp site attendant in Minnesota, a drawing 
teacher, a translator, a kitchen dogsbody, a language 
teacher for babies, a professional reader and a librarian. She 
likes to invent games and compose songs. She has learned 
several languages so she can read in them. She collects 
seeds and lives in a library. She writes poetry, science 
fiction, dark fantasy and books for young people in which 
she explores the childhood of real and fictitious characters. 
These include El joven Moriarty (The Young Moriarty), Olivia 
Shakespeare and Los hermanos Mozart (The Mozart Brothers). 
She believes that humour, gratitude and optimism change 
the world for the better and never go amiss.  
http://www.sofiarhei.com/

—That was just what I needed. Ancient legends about dragons and 

fog-made creatures, paladins who fight for justice, impossible roman-

ces between people from different species... 

The world is not that way anymore, isn’t it?

The book keeper raised an eyebrow.

—Of course it is. You will see by yourself, starting tomorrow.

soFía rhei

Rondola | Róndola

A fable about identity, humorous, hairy and warty, somehow 
political and quite incorrect. A soft feminist fairy tale, 
a self-discovery journey told with irreverent elegance. 

Cozy fantasy for young and older readers, to enjoy with 
a mug of warm cinnamon tea.

“Everything you always wanted to know about princesses, 
but were afraid to ask.”

lauRa feRnández (author of La chica zombie)

Fantasy



11

Greece, 5th Century B.C.
A shadowy oracle predicts the death of Socrates. 
A newborn baby is condemned to death by his own father. 
Greece is ravaged by a war between Athens and Sparta. 
El asesinato de Sócrates is a masterful recreation of one 
of the most extraordinary periods in Western history. 
Mothers fighting for their children, doomed lovers 
and soldiers struggling for survival come together in a 
fascinating combination with the governors, artists and 
thinkers who made Greece the cradle of civilization. The 
pages of this gripping novel gleam with the inimitable figure 
of Socrates, a man whose life and death have inspired us for 
centuries as the philosopher who marked a watershed in 
the history of humanity.    

planeta   |  768 pageS  |  noveMBer 2016

Marcos Chicot (Madrid, 1971) has a degree in Clinical 
Psychology, Labour Psychology and Economics.  
He has published three novels: El asesinato de Pitágoras, 
La Hermandad  and Diario de Gordon. In his literary 
career he has won the Francisco Umbral Award for the 
Novel, the International Rotary Prize for the Novel, and 
with El asesinato de Pitágoras he won the 2015 Prize for 
Mediterranean Culture for the best novel published in 
Italy. The same novel earned him the Encomio Solenne 
distinction from the city of Crotone and was the world’s 
bestselling digital novel in Spanish in the period 2013-2016.  
He is a member of Mensa and donates 10% of what he 
earns from his novels to help people with disabilities.
@MarcosChicot
www.marcoschicot.com

marCos ChiCot

The Murder of Socrates
El asesinato de Sócrates

Premio Planeta Finalist 2016 

A philosopher who changed the world. A dark prediction. 
A historical mystery set in Ancient Greece’s 

most exciting century. 

Rights sold to: Salani (Italy), Les Escales (France).

Option Publishers: Presença (Portugal), Patakis (Greece), Muza (Poland).

More than 80,000 copies sold.

HistoRical
Fiction
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One day in 1682, Bartolomé Esteban Murillo falls from the 
scaffold on which he was painting. Forced to rest, he thinks 
back to his childhood and adolescence in the then powerful 
city of Seville, which would slowly enter into decline, 
stricken by the floods of Guadalquivir and epidemics such 
as the plague in which the painter would lose three of his 
children. A religious but also sinful Seville basking in the 
false allegory of its glorious past.  
Murillo, painter of virgins, saints and miracles, would 
also be a favourite of wealthy merchants and capricious 
aristocrats. The best painter of angels there ever was will 
find himself caught up in a murky affair that reveals the 
secret, seamy underbelly of a city of contradictions. 

planeta  |  320 pageS  |  May 2017

Eva Díaz Pérez (Sevilla, 1971) has a degree in Information 
Sciences from the Universidad de Sevilla. She is the author 
of the novels El Club de la Memoria (a Finalist for the 2008 
Premio Nadal), Adriático (Winner of the 2013 Málaga Prize 
for the Novel and the 2014 Andalucian Critics Prize), El 
sonámbulo de Verdún, Memoria de cenizas (Unamuno Prize) 
and Hijos del Mediodía (Children of the Midday, Winner of 
the Canal Sur Audience Prize for Fiction). 
She contributes to the newspapers ABC and El País and the 
magazines Mercurio and Andalucía en la Historia. She has 
won the Premio Francisco Valdés de Periodismo Cultural 
and the Premio Artículos Periodísticos Unicaja, Ciudad 
de Málaga, Universidad de Sevilla and Ciudad de Huelva. 
In 2013 she also won the Seville Book Fair Prize for her 
literary career. 

eVa díaz

The Colour of Angels | El color de los ángeles

Murillo, the most famous painter of angels, is caught up 
in a murky plot in the turbulent but religious 

Seville of the 17th Century.

His life is completely unknown to a wider public 
and this captivating novel will grip readers with 

his surprising, disturbing story. 

2017 is the year of Murillo as it is the fourth centenary of the birth of one of 
the great figures of world painting. This is a perfect opportunity 

to publish a novel about the painter, who lived a little-known 
but tragic life. This is the first novel about the artist, 
whose works hang in museums all over the world.  

HistoRical
Fiction
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Was Méndez ever young? Of course not, but he was once 
seventeen.
Barcelona, 1945. The body of a brutally murdered girl 
appears on Montjuïc Mountain. Animal guts have been 
wrapped around her throat and a severed finger is lying on 
her chest. And she’s not the only victim of the murderer 
roaming the streets of Distrito Quinto and Poble Sec.
The young Méndez, many years before he becomes a 
police inspector, will try to catch the guilty man even if it 
means teaming up with a tormented fascist police captain, 
confronting the person he loves the most and, perhaps, 
accepting his destiny.  

planeta  |  320 pageS  |  March 2017

Victoria González Torralba (Barcelona, 1966) has known 
Méndez all her life. The daughter of Francisco González 
Ledesma, she has a degree in Information Sciences. She 
has worked for several different publications in her 
professional career, mainly women’s and travel magazines, 
and currently works in public relations as well as writing 
for cultural magazines. Several of her short stories have 
been published, but Llámame Méndez (Call Me Méndez) is 
her first novel.  

ViCtoria gonzáLez torraLba

Call Me Méndez | Llámame Méndez

Mendez is back! The atypical policeman created by the immortal 
Francisco González Ledesma.

The first case of Inspector Méndez, the character created 
by Francisco González Ledesma.

noiR
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In the 50s, a young man from Asturias, Patricio, arrives at 
the docks of Havana with nothing but the shirt on his back 
and the determination to get on in life and leave a small 
village trapped in the dark post-war period behind forever.  
He discovers a bright, welcoming city where he is soon 
able to make friends and find work at El Encanto, the large 
department store that is the iconic pride of the city. Patricio 
starts to rise up the ranks, opening up a world of new 
opportunities but attracting a lot of envy in the process. 
El Encanto will also be where he meets Gloria, one of the 
most beautiful, and forbidden, women on the whole island, 
whose husband is the most dangerous gangster in the 
Havana underworld.  

eSpaSa  |  448 pageS  |  april 2017

Susana López Rubio (Madrid 1978) is a screenwriter who 
wrote the TV adaptation of the novel El tiempo entre 
costuras (Time Between Stitches) by María Dueñas. She has 
also contributed to successful television series. She writes 
short stories for adults and children. In 2005 she won the 
Pilar Miró Award for TV movie script and recently won the 
Relato Hiperbreve Award.

susana LóPez rubio 

El Encanto | El Encanto

In her first novel, Susana López Rubio recreates the glamour
and splendour of a veritable tropical Women’s Paradise,

featuring a set of unforgettable characters beholden to their
passion, but cowed by their obligations in an epic story

of forbidden love and personal resilience that will see them pass
dramatically from ecstatic joy to guilty remorse against

the background of the coming revolution.

The precursors to other luxury department stores like Saks 5th Avenue, 
El Encanto stores were for years exclusive vendors of Dior 

and set the standard for luxury across the continent.

In Cuba, time has passed more slowly and one can still sense what it must 
once have been: a place of luxury and glamour, the playground of famous 

actors and musicians, a rich society of contrasts, flavours and colours.

Rights sold to: Meulenhoff (The Netherlands), Presses de la Cité (France), DeA Planeta Libri (Italy), Thiele Verlag (Germany), 

Sonia Draga (Poland), Hermes (Bulgaria) and Rao (Romania).

Women’s
Fiction
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Cora Moret and Chino Montenegro meet in the mid-sixties 
in an otherwise empty train carriage on its way to Cádiz. He 
is the son of a worker in the port of Cádiz and the cemetery 
florist but his vocation is to be a writer. She was born in 
colonial Morocco and raised among marble and mahogany 
salons but every afternoon she visits her Aunt Pastora’s 
humble home on Plaza de las Flores because it makes 
her feel alive. Wanderers of the earth, they fall in love as 
the train passes through the white towns of Andalusia. 
Their story builds intermittently and incredibly up to a 
mysterious, surprising ending.  

eSpaSa  |  316 pageS  |  March 2017

Casilda Sánchez Varela was born in Madrid in 1978. She 
graduated in Sociology from the Universidad Pontificia 
de Salamanca, has a Masters in journalism from the 
newspaper El Mundo and the Universidad San Pablo CEU 
and is an Expert in Communication and Armed Conflict. 
For ten years, she has worked as a journalist in the culture 
section of TELVA magazine. In 2014 she was a scriptwriter 
for the documentary La Búsqueda (The Search), about 
her father Paco de Lucía, which won the award for Best 
Documentary Film that year at the Goya Awards.  

CasiLda sánChez VareLa

I’ll Be Waiting for you at the Last Corner 
of Autumn | Te espero en la última esquina 
del otoño

Written by the eldest daughter of Paco de Lucía, 
a very talented journalist and writer. 

A powerful, little known love story that is bound 
to move anyone who comes across it. 

Women’s
Fiction
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Narrated in the first person by its protagonist Cándida, 
a woman on the cusp of 60, this novel is an account of a 
profound emotional crisis whose course and consequences 
are bound to touch the hearts of many readers. The eldest 
daughter of a wealthy family, Cándida returns to her native 
Barcelona to accompany her mother, a despotic matriarch, 
in her final days at a hospice.
Her only relatives are her brother Ángel and her paternal 
aunt, who is a sworn enemy of her mother and the keeper 
of the family secrets. This is a work about women for 
women focused on those who were born in the early 50s 
and still vividly remember the post-war period and their 
home towns. They were the first to gain access to education 
and culture en masse in the belief that this would help 
to ‘save’ them from their family demons, demons that 
nonetheless are bound to catch up with them sooner or 
later.    

eSpaSa   |  352 pageS  |  april 2017

Pepa Roma (Lleida) has spent most of her life in Barcelona, 
where she studied Philosophy, Literature and Information 
Sciences. She has spent almost her entire professional life 
working as a journalist for some of the main Spanish media 
institutions such as La Vanguardia, El Periódico de Cataluña, 
TVE, El Globo, Diario 16 and El País. Her works include 
Mandala, the novella Cómo desaparecer sin ser visto and 
stories such as Adiós Estambul (Antonio Machado award 
1990).

PePa roma 

An Imperfect Family
Una familia imperfecta

It’s impossible to leave the past behind. 

A book that Elena Ferrante readers will love.

The plot is set in different time periods: Catalonia in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries, the Civil War, 

Barcelona during the Transition and especially 
the contemporary period, reflecting on debts 
still to be paid and challenges yet to be faced.    

Women’s
Fiction
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After the death of her husband, Alicia inherits a vineyard 
in Mallorca and a dog.

But she doesn’t know anything about vineyards.
And she doesn’t like dogs.

After struggling with the vineyard for six years, living 
with a dog that hates her, Alicia starts to realize how lonely 
she is. So she decides to address the problem by taking a 
drastic decision. She wants a life companion, but the man 
she was convinced was her one true soulmate died in an 
absurd accident. Almost forty, she decides to give up on 
the search for a perfect man. However, all this will change 
when Marco comes into her life. He is a young, extremely 
attractive Corsican who is also an agricultural engineer 
specialized in wine production. And he’s interested in her. 
Could fate have come up with a better gift, or is it too good 
to be true?   

planeta  |  352 pageS  |  June 2016

In 2009, driven by an urge to tell stories, Mayte Uceda 
(Asturias, 1967) started to write her first novel, Los Ángeles 
de La Torre, a romance with paranormal touches that she 
self-published digitally in 2013, enjoying great success with 
readers. Her second novel, Un amor para Rebeca (2014), was 
also published digitally and spent two months in the top 
ten bestselling ebooks sold on Amazon-Spain. It has been 
translated into English and German by AmazonCrossing.
After spending six years in Madrid, she has returned to her 
native Asturias where she currently lives with her hus-
band and son in a lovely spot on the Asturian coast. 

mayte F. uCeda 

Alice and the Theory of Infinite Monkeys
Alicia y el teorema de los monos infinitos

Alicia y el teorema de los monos infinitos is an enchanting story of 
love soaked in wine, passion, intrigue and sharp humour. 

Finding a date was never easier, finding a partner never harder.

Women’s
Fiction

Rights sold to: Piper (Germany).
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Who hasn’t felt like that before? 
África is an extroverted, professional thirty-something 
woman with some pretty (overly) strong opinions. Her 
career comes first and she shies away from relationships 
because they’re just an obstacle to achieving her grand 
objective: to become the director of the magazine where 
she works. Ever since she was young, she has felt driven 
to help people. Or rather, to meddle in other people’s lives 
without anyone asking her to. One day, she is saved from 
being hit by a car by a homeless man and, without really 
knowing what she’s doing, ends up inviting him home. She 
discovers that under that layer of dirt is an impressively 
well-built young man. In fact, she asks him to help her on 
an article for the magazine about Turkish sandals that have 
become extraordinarily fashionable... but then Sherkan, 
the homeless man who happens to be of Turkish origin, 
disappears. África, who can’t let the article (or Sherkan 
although she doesn’t know it yet) go, ends up in a remote 
(and beautiful) region in Turkey, determined to find him...

Mr  |  320 pageS  |  FeBruary 2017

Ivanka Taylor lives in Madrid. She has always worked in 
areas related to the world of communication. Her first 
novel, Tierra, trágame y escúpeme en el Caribe (Earth, Swallow 
Me Up and Spit Me Out in the Caribbean), was a bestseller 
and has so far gone into five editions.
My great objective in life was to become the editor of the 
magazine where I work but instead I’m about to get fired.
What really messed things up was Him... Serkan... that 
damned bum with the blue eyes and the sexy accent who 
turned my life upside down. 
 

Women’s
Fiction iVanka tayLor

Love is Telling Him to Go to Hell and 
Wanting to Go With Him | Amar es 
mandarlo a la mierda y querer irte con él

A chaotic, sweet and hilarious novel.

But if you think I’m going to fall in love, you’re very wrong. 
I’m going to tell him to go to hell and... and... and... 

Well, yeah, I’m completely screwed. 
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Ana Belén Liaño, Kraken’s first girlfriend, is found 
murdered.
The woman was pregnant and executed as part of a 2600 
year old ritual: burned, hung and immersed in a Bronze Age 
cauldron. 
1992. Unai and his three best friends are working on the 
reconstruction of a Cantabrian town. There they meet an 
enigmatic comic book artist who all three of them consider 
to be their first love. 
2016. Kraken must stop a murderer who is imitating the 
Rites of Water in sacred locations in the Basque Country 
and Cantabria, all of whose victims are pregnant.  
Assistant Captain Díaz de Salvatierra is pregnant, but 
the mystery over the paternity could have terrible 
consequences. 
If Kraken is the father, she will be added to the list of those 
threatened by the Rites of Water.  

planeta  |  448 pageS  |  april 2017

Eva G. Sáenz de Urturi (Vitoria, 1972) made her entrance 
into the world of literature with her series La saga de los 
longevos, which was a critical and sales phenomenon. It was 
translated into English and published with great success 
in the United States, Great Britain and Australia. In 2013 
she published the historical novel Pasaje a Tahití (Espasa). 
In 2016 García Sáenz de Urtuti published El silencio de la 
ciudad blanca, an exciting thriller set in her home town that 
was both a critical and commercial success in Spain, was 
published in Germany and Italy and is also in the process of 
being adapted into a film. That book marked the beginning 
of a trilogy in which Los ritos del agua is the second eagerly 
awaited instalment. 
www.evagarciasaenz.com

eVa g. sáenz de urturi 

The Rites of Water | Los ritos del agua

The second eagerly awaited instalment 
of The White City Trilogy.

El silencio de la ciudad blanca (The Silence of the White City) 
was the publishing surprise of the year with over 100,000 copies 

sold and audiovisual rights sold for a film adaptation.  

The murders in this case reproduce an ancient rite called 
the Celtic Triple Death: burned, hung and drowned 

in a Bronze Age cauldron. 

The book is a genuinely surprising thriller. With myriad different twists 
and settings, as well as an unpredictable, gripping plot that spans 

two different time periods and features archaic rites, plus the characters 
that readers of El silencio de la ciudad blanca fell in love with.

Option Publishers: Fischer (Germany), Sperling & Kupfer (Italy), ATRESMEDIA (film rights).

tHRilleR
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Inspector Unai López de Ayala, aka Kraken, has a difficult 
case to crack: two 25 year olds have been found murdered 
in Vitoria, placed in a strange position and surrounded by 
different ritual elements. All the clues seem to indicate that 
there is a connection with other crimes that terrorized the 
city twenty years before, whose victims were of specific 
ages and appeared to be linked to historical cycles. At the 
time the case ended with the arrest (by his twin brother) 
of Tasio Ortiz de Zárate, an internationally renowned 
archaeologist, famous from his TV appearances and well-
loved in the city. Now, his imminent parole would appear to 
have instigated new crimes. 

planeta  |  416 pageS  |  april 2016

Eva G. Sáenz de Urturi (Vitoria, 1972) made her entrance 
into the world of literature with her series La saga de los 
longevos, which was a critical and sales phenomenon. It was 
translated into English and published with great success 
in the United States, Great Britain and Australia. In 2013 
she published the historical novel Pasaje a Tahití (Espasa). 
In 2016 García Sáenz de Urtuti published El silencio de la 
ciudad blanca, an exciting thriller set in her home town that 
was both a critical and commercial success in Spain, was 
published in Germany and Italy and is also in the process of 
being adapted into a film. That book marked the beginning 
of a trilogy in which Los ritos del agua is the second eagerly 
awaited instalment. 
www.evagarciasaenz.com

eVa g. sáenz de urturi 

The Silence of the White City
El silencio de la ciudad blanca

An unputdownable thriller.

100,000 copies sold in less than one year.

A gripping, surprising thriller set in the literary city of Vitoria with many 
different twists and surprises, an absorbing plot and

an unsettling supernatural element.

tHRilleR

Rights sold to: Fischer (Germany), Sperling & Kupfer (Italy).

Film Rights sold to: ATRESMEDIA . 
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Alice Dupont, the pregnant mother of a six-year-old girl 
named Olivia, receives word that her husband Chris 
Williams has been killed in a car accident. When she hears 
the news, she discovers that he was found dead in an 
altogether different place from where he had told her he 
was going, almost in the opposite direction. Once she has 
recovered from the initial shock, Alice decides to find out 
what was behind his mysterious trip. She retraces his route 
and soon discovers clues that lead her to Robin Island, a 
small isle near Nantucket, also known as Mom’s Island. 

Over the course of her search, Alice paints a vivid 
fresco of life on the island, which is also a portrait of 
contemporary society and of a very wide range of 
characters, each with their stories, and their good and bad 
points. 

While searching out the people who can explain to her 
what Chris was doing on the island, Alice questions her 
own motives for what she’s doing, and grows increasingly 
remorseful and hesitant, but in this voyage through the 
lives of others she herself experiences an interesting 
evolution as a woman, as a wife —Chris’s widow—and as a 
mother. 

planeta   |  624 pageS  |  noveMBer 2015

Daniel Sánchez Arévalo  is a scriptwriter and film director. 
Some of the films he has directed are AzulOscuroCasiNegro, 
Gordos, Primos and La gran familia española.

An excellent novel with an original, nimble, surprising, expansive 

and absorbing plot that evokes the great contemporary American 

novels. 

With its startling plot and prose rich in dialogues and imagination, 

it is one of those novels that manages to be both commercial and of 

high quality, whose main characters as well as their back stories and 

relationships are solid, inventive and nuanced. Alice’s voice as the 

narrator recounts, questions, describes and analyzes, with humour, 

drama and wit in equal measures.

danieL sánChez aréVaLo 

Alice’s Island | La isla de Alice

La isla de Alice is both a thriller and an emotional journey. 
A captivating, absorbing story of wandering and resilience.

Planeta Prize Finalist 2015.
More than 100,000 copies sold.

Rights sold to: Atria (USA), Nord (Italy), Atlas Contact (The Netherlands), Sonia Draga (Poland), Insel Verlag (Germany).

tHRilleR

English sample available.
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Over the last year and a half, Sandra’s life has changed 
completely. After escaping from the pernicious clutches of a 
sinister group of pensioners living in the town of Dianium, 
she has moved to Madrid together with her new-born son, 
Janín. Having put the past behind her, her new life seems 
to have begun on an excellent footing, but one day, picking 
Janín up from day-care, she finds an anonymous note in her 
backpack: ‘WHERE’S YOUR FRIEND JULIÁN?’ Even though 
she hasn’t heard from him for a long time, Sandra will have 
to track Julián down to warn him that someone is on his 
trail and won’t stop until they find him.

Meanwhile, Julián is living in the Los Tres Olivos 
Retirement Home. Since he and Sandra revealed the 
whereabouts of several members of the Brotherhood, he 
has continued his quest to expose former Nazis living on 
the Levantine coast. Now some of these octogenarians have 
moved into the home with Julián, and he must preserve his 
anonymity to stay safe.

Following on from Lo que esconde tu nombre, the exciting 
mystery Cuando llega la luz immerses us in a story of love 
and courage, memory and guilt, hope and strength. This is 
a gripping tale about vengeance, the limits of evil and the 
strength that lurks almost invisibly in the darkest reaches 
of humanity. 

DeStino  |  432 pageS  |  SepteMBer 2016

Clara Sánchez (Guadalajara, 1955) spent her childhood 
Valencia and lives moving to Madrid. After doing 
several different jobs, she taught university courses and 
contributed to different media. In 1989 she published the 
novel Piedras preciosas, which was followed by several 
novels including Últimas noticias del paraíso (winner of 
the Alfaguara Prize, 2000), Presentimientos (2008), Lo que 
esconde tu nombre –which won the 2010 Nadal Prize and 
had great success in the international market– and El cielo 
ha vuelto, which won the Planeta Prize in 2013. Her work, 
translated into over twenty languages, has made her into 
one of the best-known Spanish authors writing today. 

CLara sánChez

When Light Comes | Cuando llega la luz

The eagerly awaited sequel to Lo que esconde tu nombre.

Lo que esconde tu nombre (2010) was one of the best-selling 
Spanish books of the last decade, having reached 

over 1,000,000 readers. 

Can you protect the person you love the most? You can’t forget or flee: 
the past will always catch up with you.

Rights sold to: Garzanti (Italy).

Option Publishers: Marabout (France), Materia Prima Ediçoes (Portugal), Park (Hungary), Planeta Brasil (Brazil), Colibri 

(Bulgaria), Dudaj (Albania), Pegasus (Turkey), Utopija (Serbia), Znak(Poland), RAO Books (Romania), Chongqing (China), Animar 

(Egypt), Paseka (Czech Republic).

tHRilleR
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The fateful day that Attua learned of his father’s murder 
by a stranger, he also knew that his dream of continuing 
his military career had come to an end. His fate would be to 
run the baths that had supported the family in their small 
town in the Pyrenees. But his wasn’t the only dream to be 
frustrated; Cristela’s was ruined along with it. 
Cristela longed for a life with Attua and a promising future, 
far from the abuse of her stepfather. A twist in fate meant 
that honour had to come before the love that had blossomed 
between them as teenagers. Amid misunderstandings, 
obligations, envy and passion, low blows and forgiveness, 
Luz Gabás tells a tale of endurance and loyalty in which 
love comes first and foremost. 

planeta  |  576 pageS  |  January 2017

Luz Gabás was born in 1968 in Monzón (Huesca). After 
spending a year in San Luis Obispo (California), she studied 
in Zaragoza, where she graduated in English Literature and 
later became a professor at the University. For years she 
has combined her university work with translation, writing 
articles, literary and linguistic research and participation 
in cultural, theatrical and cinematic projects. She moved 
to the beautiful town of Anciles in 2007, living next to the 
Benasque villa, where she now spends her time writing, 
amongst other activities.

Women’s
Fiction Luz gabás

Like Fire in Ice | Como fuego en el hielo

Luz Gabás tells a beautiful story of love and endurance, 
betrayal and survival, in the incomparable setting 

of the Aragonese Pyrenees. 

This is the story of the beginning of the rise of resorts, 
a landscape of unparalleled beauty and a love that overcomes 
every obstacle told in the gripping, impassioned prose of the 

author of Palmeras en la nieve (Palm Trees in the Snow).

After reaching number one in the bestseller lists and rising to the top 
of the Nielsen rankings with her first novel, Palmeras en la nieve, 

Luz Gabás has become one of the most important names 
in quality women’s fiction.

A novel about the beginnings of resorts for the wealthy classes, social and 
gender differences, frustrated love and especially honour... 

themes that Luz Gabás addresses with great delicacy and skill 
in this marvellous book.  

Rights sold to: Wereldbibliotheek (The Netherlands), Muza (Poland).

Option Publishers: Amazon (USA), Marcador (Portugal).
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During the winter of 2010, in a small town in Majorca, 
Anna and Marina, two sisters who were separated at young 
age, meet up to sell a bakery they’ve inherited from a 
mysterious woman, who apparently they don’t known.

The sisters have led very different lives. Anna has barely 
left the island and is married to a man she no longer loves. 
Marina travels the world working as a doctor for an NGO.

While they will try to uncover the secret behind the 
bakery they’ve inherited, they will have to face old family 
matters and make up for the lost time between them.

This is a novel about female friendship, hidden secrets 
and forgotten bread recipes. But above all, it is the story 
of women who learn to decide with freedom about their 
future. 

planeta  |  384 pageS  |  January 2016

Cristina Campos  was born in Barcelona in 1975. She has 
a degree in Humanities from the Universitat Autònoma 
de Barcelona and finished her studies at the University 
of Heidelberg, where she worked as a coordinator for 
the city’s international film festival. Later she returned 
to Spain and began a career in the film industry. For the 
past ten years she has been a casting director for films and 
television series. She currently combines her work in the 
audiovisual sector with her passion for writing. 
Poppy Seed Lemon Cake is her first novel.

Women’s
Fiction Cristina CamPos 

Poppy Seed Lemon Cake
Pan de limón con semillas de amapola

An international phenomenon before its publication. 
Selected at the programme Books at Berlinale.

The central theme of the novel is universal: the relationship 
between sisters. Other themes include motherhood, adolescence, 

illness, family secrets and adoption in the third world.

“When she opened the old wood-fired oven, the aroma of freshly baked 
bread soothed Marina’s soul. She closed her eyes and took 

a deep breath. It was the smell of childhood, the smell of home”.

Rights sold to: Giunti (Italy), Blanvalet (Germany), Czarna Owca (Poland), Marcador (Portugal), Hermes (Bulgaria). 

Film Rights sold to: Filmax. 

English sample available.
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If you thought that after going back to Aaron, Sara, our Sara, 
was going to achieve peace and serenity, you don’t know 
her or that b**** karma very well at all. 
At the beginning of this novel, Sara is living a fairy tale: an 
exciting job, a passionate husband and a child on the way. 
But even with that winning hand, is she happy? That’s a 
rhetorical question if ever there was one: Sara will find any 
way she can to torture herself, it’s her greatest talent!  

eSpaSa  |  400 pageS  |  January 2017

The two things that Laura Norton most loves in the world 
are writing and observing reality, activities that she has, 
not without a little hard work, converted into a way of life: 
she has worked in advertising, television and cinema. 
When someone suggested to her that she could take a 
class at a literary workshop, she decided that the time had 
come to write a novel. There’s nothing better for taking 
advantage of the stories that her friends tell her.
She is absolutely determined to remain anonymous.

Women’s
Fiction Laura norton

Karma, Above All | Ante todo, mucho karma

With the continuation of No culpes al karma de lo que te pasa 
por gilipollas you will not stop laughing. 

Laura Norton wasn’t just the publishing revelation of 2014 with 
No culpes al karma de lo que te pasa por gilipollas, 

two years and 30 editions later she is still on the bestseller 
lists (250,000 copies sold).

Option Publishers: Czarna Owca (Poland), Corbaccio (Italy).
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An eccentric professional, a little inflexible maybe... 
Sara is one of the few featherers in the country. Yes, she 
works with feathers, making hats, headdresses, bow ties, 
dresses and anything else that might require plumage. 
She is a genuine artist and has a small shop/workshop in a 
Madrid neighbourhood where she just about manages to 
make a living. 
What a shame that her quiet, ordered world is about to 
collapse around her ears. Somehow, Sara will have to put up 
with a fleeing mother, a depressed father, a rebellious sister 
and her eccentric fiancé and, especially, a boyfriend she 
hasn’t seen in ages who’s about to make her the most absurd 
proposal in history. Sara, who has a well-documented 
hatred of surprises, will have to become a master of 
improvisation in spite of herself.

eSpaSa  |  352 pageS  |  april 2014

The two things that Laura Norton most loves in the world 
are writing and observing reality, activities that she has, 
not without a little hard work, converted into a way of life: 
she has worked in advertising, television and cinema. 
When someone suggested to her that she could take a 
class at a literary workshop, she decided that the time had 
come to write a novel. There’s nothing better for taking 
advantage of the stories that her friends tell her.
She is absolutely determined to remain anonymous.

Women’s
Fiction Laura norton

Don’t Blame the Karma for Being an Idiot
No culpes al karma de lo que te pasa 
por gilipollas

A fun, comic novel that shows us the many tricks 
that karma can play.

The film based on No culpes al karma de lo que te pasa por 
gilipollas (released in November 2016) has been a blockbuster. 

This is a refreshing, uninhibited novel with a brilliant protagonist 
and a story as unpredictable as life itself.

Rights sold to: Czarna Owca (Poland), Corbaccio (Italy).
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Ernest, a successful adman who enjoys the finer things in 
life, is sailing through the Patmos and Ikaria islands with 
his seven-year-old son Marc, his girlfriend Sophie and little 
Max, Sophie’s son. The sea is rough and choppy. As the sun 
is beginning to set, his sailboat hits the remains of a sunken 
ship and Marc falls into the water. That is how this story 
begins. Readers will follow along with Ernest’s desperate 
search for his son, his feelings of guilt, and the crisis that 
will bring him to the very brink of insanity. And, in parallel, 
we also follow Marc’s adventures, as he is rescued that same 
night by a boat filled with Syrian and Afghani families 
trying to reach the coast of Samos. While his father has 
no idea of his whereabouts, little Marc is experiencing the 
uncertain voyage of a refugee.

proa  |  304 pageS  |  FeBruary 2017

David Cirici (Barcelona, 1954) is an author, scriptwriter, and 
an advertising creative. He has been creative director at 
the agencies RCP Saatchi & Saatchi and Alta Definición, 
and founding partner and creative director at Imagina. He 
has won numerous awards, including the Recull Prize and 
the Apel·les Mestres Award for Children’s Literature for 
the book Vòlics, and the Joaquim Ruyra Award for Novel 
for La fábrica de les mentides. He was a finalist for the 2000 
Ramon Llull Award for La vida dels altres. Since 2000 he 
has been at the helm of his own advertising agency, Cirici 
Comunicació.

 

GeneRal
Fiction daVid CiriCi 

The Seventh Angel | El setè àngel

Winner of the 2017 Sant Jordi Prize.

“A moving story about the fragility of life and the bond 
between parents and children.” 
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“This is what friendship should be. The invisible ties 
between a person whom you haven’t seen for fifteen 
years that make you feel as though you just spoke to them 
yesterday.” 
Kim and Laura meet in university. They come from very 
different worlds. He is seductive and relaxed, the son of the 
owner of a hotel on the Passeig de Gràcia in Barcelona. She 
is a simple, idealistic provincial girl who knows that life is 
all about the details. Together they laugh and have fun and 
the strength of their friendship helps them get through the 
difficult periods in their lives. In spite of their diverging 
paths, they know that each will always be there to help. 
No matter how far apart they are. No matter how long it is 
until they next meet up. Their kind of friendship is rare and 
has stood the test of time. 

coluMna  |  560 pageS  |  March 2017

Xavier Bosch was born in Barcelona in 1967. He won the 
Sant Jordi prize in 2009 with Se sabrà tot, the best-selling 
Catalan novel of recent years. He has published short story 
compilations Jo, el simolses (1992) and Vicis domèstics (1998) 
and the short story La màgia dels reis (1994). The director 
and presenter of Àgora on TV3, creator of successful audio-
visual formats such as Alguna Pregunta Més, Cafè Baviera, 
El món a RAC 1 and El gran dictat, he has also been head of 
programmes for RAC 1 and editor of daily newspaper Avui. 
He currently writes for Ara.

Women’s
Fiction XaVier bosCh

Us Both | Nosaltres dos 

Algú com tu (Ramon Llull award 2015) was very successful, 
with 60,000 copies sold. 

After the success of Algú com tu, in his new novel Xavier Bosch 
portrays the power of friendship and explores how far it can go. 

The story is very attractive: emotions, glamour and a few drops of nostalgia. 
The two protagonists (the son of a luxury hotel owner and 

a middle class provincial girl) are portrayed during three different periods 
in their lives: when they meet at university and become friends, 

in the middle of emotional crises with their partners after not seeing each 
other for a long time, and at their 50th birthday parties. 

Option Publishers: Sperling & Kupfer (Italy), Thiele (Germany), Robert Laffont (France), Colibri (Bulgaria), Marcador (Portugal).
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Who remembers Sara Amat these days? She was barely 
thirteen when one summer night, playing hide and seek with 
her friends, she disappeared and was never heard about again. 
All that remained was a news article in the local Terrassa 
newspaper, rumours and speculation. However, Pep de Cal 
Sabater, the narrator of this story, does remember her. That 
night, he says, Sara didn’t disappear but slipped into his home 
through the back door. She may not have hidden for very long 
but sometimes the memory of an event lasts a lifetime and 
even lends it meaning. 

Written many years after the fact, Life Without Sara Amat 
is a confessional account of unforgettable events, a few days 
in the life of a village in summer, an obedient and easily 
seduced boy and a girl who was no longer a girl driven by 
a ferocious, urgent desire to flee, even if it was just through 
the back door.  

proa  |  256 pageS  |  FeBruary 2016

Pep Puig was born in Terrassa in 1969. His first novel, L’ho-
me que torna (2005), won great critical acclaim and the Fnac 
Prize for Young Talent. He subsequently published Les llà-
grimes de la senyoreta Marta (2007), which was followed by 
the story collection L’amor de la meva vida de moment (2015).

liteRaRy
Fiction PeP Puig

Life Without Sara Amat
La vida sense la Sara Amat

A story that moved the jury of the most recent Sant Jordi prize.

English sample available.

Rights sold to: Marsilio (Italy).
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Barcelona, 1843. One summer night, a boy is found with 
his throat slit in an opium den. Llàtzer Llampades, a 
captain who was kicked out of the merchant marines and 
scarred by a tragic shipwreck, is now a policeman. Spain 
is living under the reign of underage Isabel the 2nd —who 
assumed the throne at the age of three— and ruled by the 
reviled Regent, General Espartero. Barcelona is a dirty, 
claustrophobic city—filled with barricades and ghosts, and 
trapped within its own walls—that is about to break out 
in revolution. The army is preparing to repress it with a 
brutal series of bombings that will last three months. As 
the bombs fall, surrounded by the military siege and only 
comforted by his ardent lover, Captain Llampades will have 
to discover the identity of the mysterious child killer. 
Set in a tumultuous period of Barcelona’s history, La fada 
negra tells a story filled with passion and intrigue, in 
remarkably powerful prose that will surprise and captivate 
readers.  

DeStino  |  448 pageS  |  FeBruary 2017

Xavier Theros (Barcelona, 1963) is an anthropologist, 
writer, and poet. He is the co-founder of the poetry duet 
Accidents polipoètics and author of various books about 
the city of Barcelona such as La Sisena Flota a Barcelona 
(Winner of the Josep Maria Huertas Claveria Award) and 
Barcelona a cau d’orella (2013). He is a regular contributor 
to the newspapers El País and Ara and the magazine Viajes 
National Geographic. La fada negra is his first novel.  
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The Black Fairy | La fada negra

Winner of the 2017 Josep Pla Prize. 

“Among the horrors of a fierce time, this is the extraordinary story 
of crimes with the music played by the artillery.” 

albeRt sánChez piñol
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Albert Corner i Espiga left the Cuban war behind a long 
time ago. His grandmother Mariona told him to come back 
alive and he kept his promise. But on his return he was no 
longer the conscript racked by poverty and misfortune, but 
a new man: a survivor. These newly acquired instincts have 
helped him to accumulate a fortune, make connections with 
the Catalan haute bourgeoisie and form an upper class, 
well-heeled family. 
These are stormy times and the sparks are just beginning 
to fly. The Regionalist League wins the 1901 elections 
under the leadership of Cambó and Prat de la Riba. The 
monarchists and Lerrouxists are organizing and the 
state is beginning to react. Catalonia is rife with fear and 
uncertainty but also great hope and excitement. Albert’s 
family embodies the violent contradictions of turbulent 
times that will culminate in the Tragic Week of 1909.
Barcelona will bloom with fire, but also ash. 

coluMna  |  400 pageS  |  March 2017

Pilar Rahola i Martínez (Barcelona, 1958) is a spanish 
journalist, publisher, writer and former politician. She 
studied Spanish and Catalan Philology at the University 
of Barcelona. She has published several books in Spanish 
and Catalan, is a columnist at La Vanguardia newspaper, 
collaborated with the Argentinian La Nación and Diario de 
América in the United States, and contributes to different 
media. She has published several journalistic essays and the 
novels El carrer de l’embut (2013) and Mariona (2014), which 
were a success among readers and critics.
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Ash Rose | Rosa de cendra

Winner of the 2017 Ramon Llull 2017 Prize.

Rosa de cendra is a magnificent reconstruction of the Tragic Week in Barcelona 
in 1909. The novel powerfully relives the tale of a turbulent 

time through the experiences of Albert Corner’s family. 
The characters symbolize the contradictions of a unique, tempestuous 

political period in which right is on no-one’s side. 
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