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Maria Barbal is
one of the most
respected authors
writing in Catalan
today.

Maria
Barbal
In The Other’s Skin follows the life of
two young girls from the early years of
1971 to the present day. On one hand
we have Ramona Marquès, who was
left pregnant by a revolutionary who
disappeared from her life. And, on
the other, Mireia Ferrer, the daughter
of Tomàs Ferrer, an activist who
fought to maintain the memory of the
deportees by founding the association
“Memory and Freedom”. Mireia
marries Manuel, a policeman who has
inﬁltrated the group and from whom
she’ll eventually have to hide to escape
domestic violence.
But Ramona refuses to conform to
the fate of a single mother without
family in those years, and she decides
to falsify her mother’s history and
create a ﬁle in the association’s
archive that identiﬁes her as a
deportee.
Thus she creates her entire life
and part of her history, based solely
on a lie.

This is an honest,
effective, solid
novel that
portrays Barcelona
in Franco’s ﬁnal
years.
English sample
available.
A novel that reﬂects
on memory, lies,
manipulations and
justiﬁcations.
Rights sold to:
Destino (Spanish).
Option Publishers:
Transit (Germany),
Signatuur (Holland),
Rimonim (Israel),
Marcos & Marcos
(Italy), Antolog
(Macedonia),
Arhipelag (Serbia),
Marginesy (Poland),
Meronia (Rumania).

In the Other’s Skin
Columna / 336 pages / September 2014
Maria Barbal began her
literary career with the
novel Pedra de tartera
(1985), a landmark in
Catalan contemporary
literature which has been
translated into thirteen
languages. This book
opens a cycle integrated
by Mel i metzines (1990),
and Càmfora (1992
and National Literature
Award 1993). Her work as
a novelist also includes

relevant titles such as
Escrivia cartes al cel
(1996), Carrer Bolívia
(1999), Bella edat (2003),
País íntim (2005) and
Emma (2008). After her
brilliant debut as an
author of short stories
with La mort de Teresa
(1986), she has published
the volumes Ulleres de
sol (1994), La pressa del
temps (2009) and Cada
dia penso en tu.
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PRAISE FOR PEDRA DE TARTERA (STONE IN A LANSLIDE)
The Independent Books of the Year 2010: Stone in a Landslide: “sparse and haunting”
“air-tight believability” TLS
“so vibrant, that it makes me want to take scissors to everything else I read.” GUARDIAN
“Sometimes the best stories are those simply told.” INDEPENDENT
“short, spare and haunting” THE STRAND, BBC WORLD SERVICE
“A Pyrenean life told in a quietly effective voice.” INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY
“... there is an understated power in Barbal’s depiction of how the forces of history can
shape the life of the powerless.” FINANCIAL TIMES
“a stirring account of love and loss.” DAILY EXPRESS, 11TH JUNE 2010
“... a masterpiece of world literature and a shining example of the virtuosity of elegant
and concise prose. Just as Picasso’s painting Guernica encapsulated the sufferings of
the Spanish Civil War, Barbal’s powerful and emotional novel captures the heartbreak
of the same conﬂict through the tragedy of one very ordinary human being.”
LANCASHIRE EVENING POST

“This book is a quiet reminder that sometimes simplicity is the key to revealing the
depth of human suffering.” WANDERLUST MAGAZINE, AUGUST 2010

“The deft, conﬁdent translation by Laura McGoughlin and Paul Mitchell has opened it
[Stone in a Landslide] up for English-language readers for the ﬁrst time, presenting it
like a beautifully packaged gift to unwrap layer by layer.”
JUDY DARLEY, ESSENTIAL WRITERS.COM

“In a few short pages, and using the simplest language, Barbal portrays not only the
entire life of her heroine but also traces the turbulent history of 20th century Catalonia.
The reader feels swept away - like a Stone in a Landslide.”
NICK CAISTOR, BBC WORLD SERVICE

“What a slim calm book and it contains not only a complete life, but also an entire,
disappearing world. This book possesses such force and overpowering beauty, I
haven’t read something like this for a long time.”
ELKE HEIDENREICH IN HER TV SHOW LESEN

“A piece of world literature: In just one hundred pages and in sparse language a whole
life story unfolds.” INFORADIO, KULTUR
“With an extraordinary economy of means, the novel by Maria Barbal succeeds in
creating a poignant photograph of the life in the Catalan Pyrenees villages during
the thirties and how the civil war arrived to destroy the lives of its inhabitants and
the harmony of their existence. Maria Barbal’s writing is simple, minimalist; with a
minimum of means, the author manages to describe situations, to extract the colors
of life and the singular emotion that emerges. Stone in a Landslide is a gem of poetry,
simplicity and generosity facing the cruelty of existence.” SERGE MESTRE
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“There is nothing
more deceptive
than falling in love.
And even more so
when you fall in
love for the ﬁrst
time at forty.”

Iolanda
Batallé

Rights sold to:
Espasa (Spanish).

Nora, a forty-year-old married
woman with a secret, meets a
young biologist named Nacho
on an airplane and is unfaithful
to her husband for the ﬁrst time.
That initial encounter leads to a
game of dependence and passion
that Nora will convert into
paintings for her next exhibition.
From then on, Nora begins an
extreme relationship which will
open her eyes to physical love
and sensuality as she never had
experienced before.
I’ll Do Anything You Want is a
novel about the transformation
of a woman who was emotionally
blocked by a conventional
marriage and who discovers the
liberating force of love and desire.

© Quique García

I’ll Do Anything You Want
Columna / 200 pages / November 2013
Iolanda Batallé Prats
(Barcelona, 1971)
has lived in England,
Argentina, Morocco,
South Africa, the United
States and the Lower
Ampurdan. She holds a
degree in language and
literature, is a member
of the journalists’
association, has a
master’s in business
administration, and

is a contributor to
such media outlets
as El Observador, El
Periódico, Diari de
Girona, RAC1 and Com
Ràdio, among others.
She currently lives in
Barcelona, where she
works as an editor.
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Xavier Bosch was born
in Barcelona in 1967. He
won the Sant Jordi prize
in 2009 with Se sabrà tot
the best-selling Catalan
novel of recent years.
He has published
short story compilations
such as Jo, el simolses
(1992) and Vicis domèstics (1998) and the short
story La màgia dels reis
(1994). The director

Xavier
Bosch

and presenter of Àgora
on TV3, creator of
successful audiovisual
formats such as Alguna
Pregunta Més, Cafè
Baviera, El món a RAC
1 and El gran dictat he
has also been head of
programmes for RAC
1 and editor of daily
newspaper Avui.
He currently writes
for Ara.

Option publishers:
France (Liana Levi).
After unveiling the
inner workings of
the written press
and televison,
Xavier Bosch
immerses us in the
uncertain world of
digital journalism.
More than 50.000
copies sold of Se
sabrà tot.

Journalist Dani Santana is stuck
in a hospital after an attempt on
his life. There he makes friends
with a restless hacker, who drags
Santana into an investigation of
how the pharmaceutical industry
pays off doctors and corrupts a
health system that ends up going
bankrupt.
Meanwhile, one of the richest
men in the world arrives in
Barcelona to negotiate the
building of the largest theme park
in Europe: Historyland, a project
that seems to be essential to the
country’s ﬁnancial recovery.
Dani Santana, the journalist
with the soul of a detective
who captivated readers in his
previous two books, returns with
a new investigation that puts the
journalistic trade in question.

© TVC

Euphoria
Proa / 320 pages / February 2014
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PRAISE FOR SE SABRÀ TOT
“Narrated in direct language and at a very lively clip, this book convinces us that beneath everyday placidity
a reality bubbles up from various sources, a reality which is sometimes unkind, other times disquieting and
often highly risky.” ANTON M. ESPADALER, LA VANGUARDIA
“In Se sabrà tot, Xavier Bosch, creates a fast-paced plot about the moral degradation of power and the
obstacles to information.” LA VANGUARDIA
“The novel Se sabrà tot is a crude portrait of the power relationships between politics and the media.” EL PUNT
“A dip into the murky waters of journalism.” QUÉ LEER
PRAISE FOR HOMES D’HONOR
“A critique of the dark corners of the human condition.” TIME OUT
“Investigation, intrigue, sex and power in Homes d’honor.” EL PUNT
“Dani Santana has his work cut out for him.” QUÉ LEER
“Hidden pasts, corruption and power games, pulled together at an accelerated pace.” ARA
“Xavier Bosch: A step beyond the genre novel.” SAM ABRAMS, EL MUNDO
PRAISE FOR EUFÒRIA
“A solid, entertaining plot that moves along at a good pace and is populated by a rich cast of characters.
[…] Bosch is skilled in deﬁning characters with just a few eye-catching details. […] Written in clear, effective,
direct prose, Eufòria plays the card of pithy sentences and rapid dialogues, and wins the bet. The best of
the trilogy.” PERE ANTONI PONS
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A reconstruction,
in the vein of In
Cold Blood, of
the murder of a
family in Pallars
in 1943, a case
which lives on in
the region, despite
silence from the
authorities.

Pep
Coll

A thrilling novel,
with documentary
photographs, about
a crime that went
unpunished
A great novel based
on research of a
real case.

In 1943, in Carreu --a small
town in the region of Pallars
Jussà, made up of various,
scattered farmhouses and
populated by shepherds, farmers
and woodcutters-- a family dies
violently: father, mother and two
daughters. The Civil War has left
homes empty and the area has
become a stop for Jews ﬂeeing
the Nazis, for nomadic gypsies,
deserters, smugglers, etc.
The age-old tensions and envy
among families are heightened
by isolation and the hostile
climate. The reader will hear the
suspicions, investigations and
wrong moves by the law, and
then discover who committed
this crime that the Francoist
authorities chose to ignore.

Rights sold to:
France (Actes Sud).
10,000 copies sold.

© Josep Barbero-fund Caixa Sabadell

Four Cofﬁns, Two Black and Two White
Proa / 432 pages / September 2013
Pep Coll (Pessonada,
Pallars Jussà, 1949)
studied philosophy
in Barcelona and
lives in Lleida. He has
published in all types
of prose genres, from
compilations of legends
(Muntanyes Maleïdes,
1993) and young adult
novels (Què farem,
què direm?, 1992); to
scripts for the stage and

television, newspaper
columns and in-depth
articles. His novels
include L’abominable
crim de l’Alsina Graells
(1999), El salvatge dels
Pirineus (2005) and Les
senyoretes de Lourdes
(2007 Sant Jordi Prize).
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PRAISE FOR DOS TAÜTS NEGRES I DOS DE BLANCS
“Coll afﬁrms his skill for constructing imagery and mentalities […]. All told, moreover,
in a language that is exceptionally rich and precise, allowing him to continue creating
in Pallars one of the most attractive universes in contemporary Catalan prose.”
RICARD RUIZ GARZÓN, EL PAÍS

“An extraordinary book […] An enormous, highly personal work of the highest
literature.” ALBERT VILLARÓ, DIARI D’ANDORRA
“Pep Coll has written his “White Ribbon,” juxtaposing the Morroccan wars with the
Spanish Civil War […] the world of the mountain farmers is described here like never
before, in many voices and with a gaze and a language that allows the reader to enter
into scenes and live the tensions of the conﬂict.”
JULIÀ VILLAMON, LA VANGUARDIA

A hard-hitting, impressive, lean and terrifying novel.
Winner of the Critics’ Prize for best novel published in Catalan in 2013 and the
2014 Creixells Prize.
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Winner of the
Premi Sant Joan
2014.

Melcior
Comes

A novel about the
difﬁcult
acceptance of one’s
own limits,
about the pain of
loss and the
need for
consolation, and
about
confronting life’s
unmanageable
heartaches.

After a short failed literary
career, young writer Nicolau
Comagran returns to Majorca to
change his life. He starts working
at the Hotel Indira, a slightly
decadent establishment which
has belonged to his family since
the 50s and had its heyday in the
60s. In this new world, presided
over by old ghosts and unfair
competition, Nico falls in love
with Natàlia, the girlfriend of his
worst rival and business enemy,
and they begin a wild love affair
marked by the past, secrets,
dissatisfaction, fatality and lies.
Hotel Indira is a novel about the
need to know oneself in order to
be able to face life and be happy.

Hotel Indira
Edicions 62 / 336 pages / November 2014
Born in Sa Pobla,
Mallorca. In 1980,
Melcior Comes is the
author of the novels
L’aire i el món, L’estupor
que us espera, El llibre
dels plaers immensos,
La batalla de Walter
Stamm, and Viatge
al centre de la terra.
He has won the Ciutat
d’Elx, Documenta,
Ciutat de Palma and

Josep Pla Prizes and
has translated works by
Balzac and Victor Hugo.
He teaches writing at the
Escola d’Escriptura of
Barcelona’s Atheneum
and is a contributor to El
Punt/Avui, elsingular.cat
and Catalunya Ràdio.
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An unsolved crime,
love, passions,
power struggles...
and three strong
women who will
ﬁght against
everything to
maintain their
estate.

Lluís
Llach

The new novel
by Lluís Llach,
following the
success of Memòria
d’uns ulls pintats
(more than 50,000
copies sold).

Maria Roderich (“La Vella”), Maria Magí
(“La Senyora”) and Maria Costa are the
three women who, over the course of
almost a century, have run la Principal,
the most distinguished manor house
in the village of Pous, in the heart of the
Abadia winemaking region. All three
of them, grandmother, mother and
daughter, have made the vineyards
ﬂourish, after the phylloxera disaster,
through a series of transformations that
consolidate the wine business.
But there is a dark spot on la
Principal’s history: the murder of a
man who was the overseer, on July 18th,
1936. After the war, a police detective
determined to solve the case begins
an investigation that will lead him to
discover the family’s secrets and a web
of temperament, passion and power.
Úrsula, the old housekeeper, and
Llorenç, the young overseer, turn out
to be much more than mere witnesses;
they are the keys that link the past
and the future of the story told in this
brilliant, fast-paced novel.

«When Llach writes,
he does the same
thing as he’s always
done with his song
lyrics: search out
intense emotion.»
EL PAÍS

Rights sold to:
Seix Barral
(Spanish), Actes Sud
(France), Suhrkamp
(Germany),
Meridiaan
Uitgevers (Holland).

© Eugeni Ordeig

The Women of la Principal
Empúries / 384 pages / October 2014
Lluís Llach was born in
Girona in 1948. Over four
decades, his musical
career has taken him
to the greatest stages
all over the world. He
is one of the biggest
role models for three
generations of politically
committed intellectuals,
not only in Catalonia,
but throughout Spain
and internationally.
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A novel about the
Barcelona of the
Great War.

Carme
Melchor

Finalist for the Sant
Jordi Prize.

One morning in May 1915, young
Maureen ﬁnds her mother in bed at
her boarding house, strangled with
a stocking. There is one boarder
missing, but he was registered
under the name of John Smith and
that is too easy of a clue. Starting
with this murder and the ensuing
investigation, the novel weaves
a powerful story of intrigue
that combines characters from
varying social classes, some real
and some invented, and the
historical backdrop of the time:
World War I, the tragic sinking of
the RMS Lusitania, Catalonia’s
electriﬁcation by the American
engineer Fred Pearson, the crisis
at Barcelona Traction, Light and
Power Company and the social
tensions of a city known throughout
Europe as “The Fiery Rose.”
An emotion-ﬁlled novel set in the
Barcelona of a century ago.

The Scotsman’s Daughter
Proa/ 560 pages/ June 2014
Carme Melchor was
born in Barcelona into a
family of painters, amid
canvases and brushes,
tales of the civil war and
family stories told in the
gatherings of neighbors
who would bring their
chairs out onto the
sidewalk. She holds a
degree in Information
Sciences, a Masters
in screenwriting and

has been a contributor
to various media. She
currently runs a Latin
music hall and writes
short stories and novels.
La ﬁlla de l’escocès is
her debut.
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The best of the
stories Empar
Moliner made up
for her daughter,
collected in a
practical and fun
book for the whole
family.

Empar
Moliner

For all the parents
who are tired of
Little Red Riding
Hood and The
Three Little Pigs
and want to tell
their children
original, different
stories.

In this book you will ﬁnd the
stories the author came up with
for her daughter (now 6 years
old), and you will also ﬁnd small
templates to invent your own.
Reading Little Red Riding Hood is
ﬁne at a certain age, because it’s
a classic. But times have changed
and it makes sense that the stories
we make up now include trafﬁc
lights, televisions, urban gardens,
cereals, etc.
A highly visual book, printed
in full color and accompanied
by vintage photographs, mixedmedia collages and drawings
made by the author’s daughter.
A perfect gift book, with tips and
tricks for parents to learn how to
invent their own tales, and much,
much more...

The perfect gift
book, for new
mothers, birthdays,
Christmas, etc.
Rights sold to: La
Galera (Spanish).

© JORDI_PLAY

Children Stories Against All Odds
Columna / 240 pages / November 2013
Empar Moliner debuted
with the book of stories
L’ensenyador de pisos
que odiava els mims,
followed by her ﬁrst
novel, Feli, esthéticienne,
which won the 2000
Josep Pla Prize. Since
then she has published
T’estimo si he begut
(2005 Lletra d’Or Award),
Busco senyor per amistat
i el que sorgeixi, Desitja

guardar els canvis?, No hi
ha terceres persones and
La col·laboradora. She is
a regular contributor on
radio, television and in
the written press.
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“Moncada blends
the real and the
fantastic in the
manner of Gabriel
García Márquez,
and his episodic
style may remind
some readers of
the Colombian
novelist’s treatment
of events in the
town of Macondo in
One Hundred Years
of Solitude. Such a
comparison is not
mere reviewers’
hyperbole: this is
a rich, humorous
and moving
novel, sensitively
translated into
English, which
should herald a
glittering future for
its author.”

Jesús
Moncada
Awarded with the most
prestigious awards, The
Towpath has been unanimously
considered as one of the best
novels of Catalan literature of
recent decades. With a brilliant
narrative style where reality
and myth converge, the author
evokes the disappearance of
Mequinensa, a town next to the
rivers Ebro and Segre, once the
center of an important mining
region with an intensive river
trafﬁc, but now doomed to be
submerged by the waters of a
dam. Through the experiences of
an endless number of characters
whose memories are intertwined,
the author recalls the last century
of the city’s population.

EUAN CAMERON:
“RICH VIEW FROM THE
BANKS OF THE EBRO”,
REVIEW OF THE
TOWPATH (HARVILL),
THE EUROPEAN

Rights sold to:
Anagrama (Spain),
Harvill (English),
Autrement (France).

© Francesc Guillaumet

The Towpath
Edicions 62 / 288 pages / December 2009
Jesús Moncada
(Mequinensa, 1941Barcelona, 2005) is the
author of three story
collections, Històries de
la mà esquerra (1981),
El Cafè de la Granota
(1985) and Calaveres
atònites (1999), three
novels; Camí de sirga
(1988), La galeria de
les estàtues (1992) and
Estremida memoria

(1997) and the essay
collection Cabòries
estivals (2003). Much
of his work has been
translated into over
twenty languages. He
has received numerous
awards and distinctions
including the I Premi
dels Escriptors Catalans
for his collected ﬁction
and its unique place in
Catalan literature.

Option publishers:
Fischer (Germany),
Rosinante
(Denmark),
Beletrina (Slovenia),
Gendaikikakushitsu
(Japan), Meulenhoff
(Holland), Dom
Quixote (Portugal),
Univers (Romania),
Norstedts (Sweden).
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Loves and hates,
successes and
failures, revenge
and betrayal:
a family saga
with powerful
characters and
intense passions.

Rafel
Nadal
In 1885 the young Francisco Oller
decides to leave his hometown,
plagued by phylloxera, to build a
better future in France. His steps
will take him to Reims, in the
heart of the French Champagne,
where he will create a powerful
industry with the development
of corks. There, he will have
four children of very strong
personalities: Angèle (brave),
Hélène (rebel), Louis (unsatisﬁed),
and Yvonne (mysterious).
Through them, Rafel Nadal
builds a family saga that goes
through the most turbulent
century of the history of Europe:
the First World War, the crack
of 1929, the Nazi persecution of
the Jews, the Spanish Civil War,
the Second World War and the
European rebirth after the war.

Rights sold to:
Planeta (Spanish),
Marginesy
(Poland).
English sample
available.
20,000 copies sold.

When We Called It Champagne
Columna / 432 pages / October 2013
Rafel Nadal (Girona,
1954) is a journalist
who writes for La
Vanguardia. He was the
director of El Periódico
de Catalunya from May
2006 to February 2010.
Prior to this he worked
at the main newspapers
in the country and
held various positions
of responsibility in
publishing houses

and media groups. In
2011 he published the
book Els mandarins.
His previous novel,
Quan èrem feliços, to
which this is a prequel,
won the 2012 Josep Pla
Award and sold more
than 400,000 copies.
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Rights sold to:
Spanish (Destino),
French (Actes Sud).

Baltasar
Porcel
In life, in the landscape, in society,
there are high castles towering over
us everywhere. Meanwhile, around
them subsist throngs of squalid,
charming shadows. A novel of many
voices that is focused on two powerful
protagonists, Cada castell i totes les
ombres shows the poles of Barcelona
–tragedy and hope–, essences and
contradictions from right now as well
as from its past. This is a dynamic
story and panorama, as vast as they
are introspective, multitudinous,
emotive and ironic. The action takes
place over three days and recreates
the ups and downs of Pelai Puig Alosa
and Ginés Jordi Martigalà, humanity’s
two extremes who struggle to live in
the big city, through which parade
poets, executives, the president of
the Catalan government, the stinking
breath of the Civil War. In the end,
the pressures and passions, the
political struggles, the economic and
ideological tension, end up struck
down by the collapse of an outlying
district. Then the novel becomes an
allegorical portrait of 20th century
urban life, a key agent in civilization.
With a rich, emphatic and nuanced
style and an abundant texture drawn
from both imagination and reality,
Cada castell i totes les ombres is an
original and important work of our
literature and our times, as is the
author. And it won the 2008 Sant Joan
Caixa Sabadell Prize.

Every Castle and All the Shadows
Edicions 62 / 416 pages / October 2008
Baltasar Porcel
(Andratx, Mallorca,
1937 - Barcelona, 2009)
is the author of a vast
body of work, spanning
non-ﬁction, travel
literature and novels,
which includes such
titles as Mediterráneo,
Una historia personal,
Els argonautes, Les
primaveres i les tardors,
El cor del senglar, and

Cada castell i totes
les ombres. Even
before his death he
was considered one of
the classic authors of
Catalan literature, and
he is one of the most
internationally known
Catalan authors. Among
the awards he received
are the Boccaccio (in
Italy), the Mediterranée
(in France), the Sant

Jordi, the Ramon Llull,
the Prudenci Bertrana,
the Josep Pla, the
Nacional, the Critics’,
the Mariano de Cavia
and the Godó. Harold
Bloom has written that
Baltasar Porcel is “at
the same level as Don
DeLillo or Philip Roth”.
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Written in powerful prose, El cor del senglar is
a mature novel, based on a series of chapters,
each of which is a window that opens onto the
diversity and complexity of the world. El cor del
senglar represents, within Porcel’s entire oeuvre,
the return to geographic and collective origins,
where a relatively recent past alternates with the
more lively presence of contemporary reality.
In the fantastic and phantasmagoric shadow of
a literary uncle, Baltasar Guillem de les Cases
Velles, appears an atavistic landscape through
which travel characters who are tormented by
passions and overwhelmed by the difﬁcult task
of living. Actually, neither the landscape nor
the characters are ﬁctitious: from old Majorca
to the more modern version, from Joan March
to Llorenç Villalonga, they all coexist in a
tumultuous adventure in which, in the author’s
own words, “everything ﬂows like water: it
runs in streams where it can, downhill, only to
invariably end up pooling in a pit. Because at the
end there is always a tomb...” El cor del senglar is
a singular contribution that adds new richness
to Baltasar Porcel’s powerful body of work.

“This could be a history book or a travel
chronicle, but it is actually one about ﬁgures
set on a landscape, the tumult of the symbolic
human waves that have crossed the space of
the Mediterranean time and time again.” Thus
begins this “personal story” in which Baltasar
Porcel invites us on a voyage glimmering
with important Mediterranean names and
landscapes, from Homer to the artists of the
Renaissance, from the Venetian Doges to the
empire of Suleiman the Magniﬁcent, from
Carthage to Granada, and from there to Malta or
Jerusalem, from Christopher Columbus to the
passageways of Marrakesh or the rugged coasts
of Majorca. A cardinal space between three
continents, the Mediterranean is the melting pot
of a civilization whose origins can be traced in the
delta of the Nile, the plains of Southern Andalusia
or the Atlas foothills. Compelled by the waves of
its history and myths, Porcel crosses the sea in a
fascinating lyrical and epic tale that establishes
a historical synthesis, which is at the same time
highly personal, of the foundations of a collective
identity thousands of years old.

Rights sold to:
Spanish (El Aleph),
French (Actes
Sud), Hungarian
(Palimpszeszt).

The Boar’s Heart
Edicions 62 / 416 pages / October 2008

Rights sold to:
Magma (Italy),
Transit (Germany),
Payros (Greece).

The Mediterranean, Tumultuous Waves
Planeta / 432 pages / January 2002
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Josep M. de
Sagarra’s pen,
loaded with the
same gasoline as
Paul Morand’s,
somewhere
between Proustian
evocation and
Huxley’s counter
point chronicle,
created this elegy
to his lost spiritual
homeland.

Josep Maria
de Sagarra
Vida privada is set in the Barcelona
of the 1930s and focuses on the
middle-class Lloberola family, who
are going through a very critical
moment because they can see their
impending economic and social
ruin. Three generations of the
Lloberola family are shown over the
course of the novel and, with them,
the changes in Barcelona.
The author reveals the
conventions that shroud man’s
authentic way of being and
condemns the new social values
of the period: the desire to seem
important, external appearances
and materialism. At the same
time he chronicles the change of
values that occurs in this society
and describes, in a tone half way
between elegy and nostalgia,
the disappearance of a certain
Barcelona, which is actually the
true protagonist of the novel.

Despite its dazzling
prose and high
literary level,
Vida privada
was deemed
“scandalous
and immoral”
and didn’t pass
Franco’s censors.
It was discovered
by a generation
of novelists (Juan
Marsé, Vázquez
Montalbán, Terenci
Moix, Eduardo
Mendoza, Félix de
Azúa and many,
many more), who
didn’t hesitate to
vindicate it for what
it is: an undeniable
classic of European
literature.

Private Life
Proa / 416 pages/ Original year of publication: 1932
In 1932, Josep Maria
de Sagarra –the most
popular poet in
Catalonia, translator of
Dante and Shakespeare,
the most applauded
playwright and the most
widely read journalist of
his time – shut himself
up in the Athenaeum
for two months to prove
that the “great Catalan
novel” was possible,

and he pulled it off: Vida
privada became the
most successful novel
of its day, selling more
than 5,000 copies and
setting off a scandal
comparable to Truman
Capote’s with Answered
Prayers, earning its
aristocratic author the
excommunication of all
those who recognized
themselves in its pages.

Rights sold
to: Spanish
(Anagrama),
English
(Archipelago),
Germany
(Elfenbein),
Holland (Menken
Kasander &
Wigman).
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PRAISE FOR VIDA PRIVADA

“There are some who accept their role as inventors and, with much effort, invent a city. Dickens
did so with London, Musil with Vienna, Joyce with Dublin, Fitzgerald with New York, Pérez Galdós
with Madrid, Balzac with Paris and many others with many other cities. Barcelona has had and
continues to have a handful of inventors. […] There is Pla’s Barcelona, Orwell’s […] But the most
convincing of them all to date is Sagarra’s, because it is limited to a single perspective that is
exacting and hard as a diamond. Sagarra grabbed a segment of society in extinction – the prewar
gentry and upper middle class – and he managed to diagnose them with such exactitude that his
ﬁndings are still pertinent today.”
FÉLIX DE AZÚA

“Josep Maria de Sagarra behaved like a perfect gentleman and wrote like a perfect savage. […] Half
sitting room and half brothel, masked ball aboard a ship lost at sea, the chronicle of that society
and that period could only be the result of a close collaboration between Thomas Mann and El
Loco Carioco. This is the surprising result that Sagarra achieves by fusing the serene, ﬂuid prose
of a Roman historian with the brazen humor of a port tavern.”
EDUARDO MENDOZA

“Vida privada is the great novel of manners of 1920s Barcelona, a monument to the corruption of a social
class, and one of the few novels with a European tone that Catalonia produced in the 20th century.”
EL PAÍS

“Vida privada is a social chronicle with excellent style; an intentionally malicious, thoroughly
compelling book, which is undoubtedly European.”
JOSEP PLA
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Josep Maria
de Sagarra
In October of 1936, shortly after
marrying, Josep M. de Sagarra
began a long voyage that would
lead him to Tahiti and Polynesia,
where he spent over a year. La
ruta blava was a direct result
of that experience, although it
wasn’t published in the original
Catalan until 1964. This book is
much more than the chronicle of
a trip – comparable to the best of
Morand – through the Southern
Seas, Tahiti and Polynesia: it is
a ﬂight to paradise in order to
escape a Barcelona that had just
been blown to bits, to escape a
world that would never again be
what it once was.
This voyage to the Southern
Seas, which Sagarra describes
in ﬁne prose, is one of the most
lovely and evocative tales ever
written in Catalan.

The Blue Route
Edicions 62 / 288 pages/ Original year of publication: 1964
Josep Maria de Sagarra
(Barcelona, 1894- 1961)
was a playwright,
journalist, memoirs
writer, translator and,
above all, poet. His vivid,
rich use of language, his
use of highly expressive
rhetorical devices
and, in particular, his
aim of diverting or
moving the reader and
spectator brought him

an enthusiastic reading
public and theatre
audiences.

“I didn’t want to
delude myself,
and since I ﬁnd
myself at the end
of my blue route,
I would like to
rectify something:
I wrote, because it
seemed to me to be
true, that there are
notable differences
between the Paciﬁc,
the Atlantic and
the Mediterranean.
When I found
myself in the midst
of the Paciﬁc for
the ﬁrst time,
everything there
seemed lovelier,
wider and more
luminous. As I
left Tahiti and the
Paciﬁc behind, the
Atlantic produced
the same effect on
me. And now the
Mediterranean
has, to my eyes, the
same wide waves,
the same vast blue
delirium as the ﬁrst
sunny afternoons
on the Atlantic. (...)
Our sea has all the
unexpectedness
of the sea of the
Antipodes, and it’s
just that when we
travel, our desire
for novelty and our
desire to hunt down
the exotic put false
lenses before our
eyes.”
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A short, intense
novel about a man
looking for a place
to start from zero.

Xevi
Sala

A story of intrigue,
solitude and love,
open to the best
and the worst.

A Basque terrorist tries to begin
a new life in a small town in the
Pyrenees, far from where the
leaders are negotiating an end to
the violence.
A Basque terrorist is released
from prison after twenty-ﬁve
years just as the organization’s
leaders are negotiating a ceaseﬁre
with the Spanish government.
Disappointed by his former
comrades, he decides to act on
his own and hide in a town in
the mountains of the Ripollès
region, perhaps preparing a new
attack. From the anonymity of his
hideout, he discovers old wounds
that set the townspeople against
each other. He is confronted with
another sort of violence, one
which will force him to choose
between his loyalties and the
defense of innocents.

© Irene Casellas

Erasing Your Tracks
Proa / 208 pages / October 2014
Xevi Sala (La Bisbal
d’Empordà, 1965) is
a journalist and the
director of El Punt
Avui in Girona. He has
published the nonﬁction book A l’altre
barri. Vint-i-cinc anys
de la Font de la Pólvora,
suburbi de Girona and
the novels Les causes
perdudes (2011) and En
la pell d’un mort (2013).
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“Fanny, Eva
and Valentina
are three subtle
dissections of the
feminine soul,
with the bourgeois
Barcelona of
the twenties
and thirties as
a backdrop,
and a substrate
of turbulent
passions that
made more than
one conservative
eyebrow raise with
surprise.”

Carles
Soldevila
Fanny is a seventeen-year-old
young lady from a good home who
recently lost her father. She decides
to become a cabaret dancer. She
has magniﬁcent legs and is quickly
promoted to a chorus girl on the
Paral·lel where she performs every
night; ﬁrst in the choir and then as a
star showgirl. Obviously, her mother,
overwhelmed by what has happened,
doesn’t want her daughter to be
a dancer but she doesn’t have the
moral authority to stop her. Fanny
rebels against the hypocrisy of her
social class and takes her profession
very seriously as a way to give her life
meaning. Her older siblings, who
went to Argentina to make their
fortune, don’t support her choice
but rather disdain it, and advise their
mother to do the same. Thus Fanny
enters into an unknown world with
great naiveté, gaining maturing
experience from each of her setbacks.

MARCOS ORDÓÑEZ

“I am one of those
who thinks that
Carles Soldevila has
taught everyone to
write with clarity
and grace. He has
a precise style […]
and a well knotted
prose, slim, clean
living, perhaps
a little pale,
“naturalíssima”.
More than a style
that contrasts
opposites, it is a
style of elements,
ideas, of medium
and equidistant
sensations.”
Fanny
Labuxtaca / 192 pages / Original year of publication: 1929
Carles Soldevila
(Barcelona, 18921967) was a playwright,
poet, journalist and
novelist. He was a key
ﬁgure in the forge of a
modern cultural and
literary environment
during the political and
social instability of the
ﬁrst third of the XXth
Century. His works
include the trilogy

Fanny (1919), Eva
(1931) and Valentina
(1933), focused on three
female characters and
their psychological
development. The latter
won the Joan Crexells
Prize for prose in 1933.

JOSEP PLA, “Carles
Soldevila”, Retrats
de passaport,
Destino, 1970
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The architect Maurici Ribes is devastated, and so is his
wife Soﬁa. They have lost their only daughter, Elena,
dead at the age of twelve. They keep Elena’s room intact
and put out a plate for her on the table each day. This
ritual, which brings them together and consoles them,
distances them more and more from their relatives and
friends. Only Lluís, Maurici’s brother, and Adela, Soﬁa’s
aunt, and Doctor Ramon Murall, Maurici’s and Lluís’s
cousin, continue to visit them regularly. But, over time,
things gradually change until the couple’s life is turned
around by a girl the same age as Elena. She is an orphan
from the House of Charity, tall and blonde and with
liquid blue eyes, and her name is Eva...

Eva
Labuxtaca / 224 pages
Original year of publication: 1931

The politician Joan Fontanals died two years ago, and
his youngest daughter, Valentina, still hasn’t come to
terms with it. Only old Jeroni, the doorman/butler of
the family home, seems to have the same interest as she
does in maintaing the deceased man’s memory alive.
Maria Teresa, her older sister, is about to marry Eudald
and thinks of nothing else; her mother, Clotilde, keeps
saying that it isn’t normal for a young girl to shut herself
off mourning her father, and that she has to get out and
have some fun as Doctor Eusebi Baixeres also suggests...
During her seventeenth summer, Valentina must face
up to a difﬁcult truth and a terrible dénouement.

Valentina
Labuxtaca / 240 pages
Original year of publication: 1933
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“As adults we
forget how we
felt as infants.
Remembering that
is essential.”

Eulàlia
Bosch
Ten years after the ﬁrst edition,
published with the title
Education and Everyday Life,
Eulàlia Bosch gives readers this
collection of experiences on
the transmission of knowledge,
and expands it with a notebook
written simultaneously with the
book. This notebook, entitled
“Previously Recorded”, speaks of
the importance of environment
as a necessary counterpoint to any
creative project.
These short essays on
education are inspired by
personal experiences and
invite us to continue, with our
own arguments, a productive
dialogue with the infants
around us, whether as relatives,
as professionals or simply
by choice.

IMA SANCHÍS,
JOURNALIST

“Neither pure
observation
nor solemn
confession: the
sound of things
itself, gathered
in a kind and
meticulous
fashion.”
XAVIER RUBERT
DE VENTÓS,
PHILOSOPHER

“Eulàlia Bosch
knows how to
listen to the
conversations of
infants until she’s
extracted all of its
meaning.”
MARY ANN NEWMAN,
CULTURAL MANAGER

Who Educates Whom? Brief Stories with a Long Reach
Eumo Editorial / 216 pages / September 2013
Eulàlia Bosch is a
professor of Philosophy,
an art curator and a
promoter of programs
that connect the arts,
education and urban
life, topics which she has
written several books
about. Educació i vida
quotidiana (Eumo,
2003) was translated into
Spanish (Laertes,2003),
English (Hawker

Brownlow Education,
Australia, 2005) and
Portuguese (Autêntica
Editoria, Brazil, 2006).
She was one of the
founders of Grup
IREF (Innovation
and Research for the
Teaching of Philosophy)
in 1985 and headed it
until 1995, when she
began the Educational
Service at Barcelona’s

Contemporary Art
Museum (MACBA).
She currently works on
educational projects on
the notion and practice of
democratic citizenship,
and in cultural
cooperation projects with
the UNESCO Chair of the
University of Girona and
within the International
Association of Educating
Cities.
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Rights sold to:
Martínez Roca
(Spanish),
Shanghai 99
(Chinese simple
characters), Titan
(Chinese complex
characters),
Woongjin Think
Big (Korea).

Albert
Casals
After El món sobre rodes, Albert has
grown up, has studied Philosophy,
has travelled and... has fallen in
love! In Sense fronteres, Albert
Casals accounts with his direct
and true writing his adventures
and experiences during those
days: from the South American
forests to the African deserts, from
where he returned before than
expected because... because...
because he had a new and bafﬂing
feeling: he missed a girl who stayed
in Barcelona. Because of that,
because now he had found out
that travelling on his own was not
as great as before, Anna and him
decided to travel together to Japan.
Sense fronteres also includes
some short stories that Albert
wrote while he was travelling and
an extra chapter where he updates
his own philosophy.

What’s happened
to that boy with
the blue hair that
travelled alone and
in a wheelchair?
These are Albert
Casals’ newest
adventures.
Optimism and
vitality at 100%.
www.albertcasals.
cat

Without Borders
Edicions 62 / 300 pages / March 2011
Albert Casals was born in
Barcelona in 1990. When
he was ﬁve he suffered
from mononucleosis,
and this led him to a
leukaemia that has left
him in a wheelchair.
He has travelled all
around the world since
he was fourteen. He
is ambassador for the
foundation Step by
Step, devoted to the

rehabilitation of patients
with spinal cord injuries.
His ﬁrst book, El món
sobre rodes (Edicions 62,
2009) had an amazing
reception and was one
of the bestselling books
of 2009.

frankfurt 2014
non-fiction books / catalan
management

Xavier
Ferràs
In the professional arena,
innovation is no longer enough.
Simply offering improved solutions
to the same clients won’t sufﬁce.
Only those who face up to risk and
are capable of disruptive innovation
will succeed in the future.
We should all be running startups, according to Xavier Ferràs:
being entrepreneurs of high-risk
initiatives based in creativity and
action. And in this book he gives
us the guidelines to learn how to
manage this disruptive innovation.
But his intention is none other
than awakening attitudes. Like
a person locked in a dark room
who has to ﬁnd the light switch,
running projects in the era of
radical innovation is an exercise in
imagination and experimentation.
An exercise, above all, of attitude.

Where is the Door?
Eumo Editorial / 240 pages / November 2014
Xavier Ferràs is a
professor, consultant
and start-up coach.
He is currently Dean
of Business and
Communication
Studies at the University
of Vic (Barcelona) and
teaches in the executive
programs, the MBA, the
Masters of Operations
Management and
MsC Innovation &

Entrepreneurship at the
ESADE (Barcelona).
Up until 2012, he ran
the Center for Business
Innovation of the
ACC1Ó (the Catalan
Government’s Agency
for Competitiveness).
He is the author or coauthor of numerous
articles and books,
including Innovación
6.0: el ﬁn de la

estrategia (2010) and
Pasión por innovar
(2006), which have sold
more than 15,000 copies
in Spanish. He writes
the blog Innovación
6.0 and published an
article in the May issue
of Management Society
magazine.
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Sílvia
Tremoleda
Tips, motivation and nutrition for
women who run or want to start.
There is no easier sport to put into
practice than running: you don’t
need a ﬁeld or a prepared track,
you don’t have to wait for it to
snow or for the surf to be up. You
can do it at any time and anywhere,
alone or with friends. Just open
the door to your house and start
running. But that doesn’t mean
that you can do it any old way. If
you follow these training rules and
nutritional guidelines, you will
save yourself injuries and fatigue,
your performance will improve
and you will enjoy running more
and more.
Sílvia Tremoleda’s tips in this
book are all useful for sports and
your health in general. Do you
know what are the most frequent
errors we make when we set out
to diet? And why are diets so hard
to maintain? If you do sports, can
you eat everything you want to?
What do you have to do to start
running if you haven’t exercised
in a long time? How much liquid
should you drink when you go
running in the summer? And
many more things you need to
know about running, whether it’s
hot or cold, uphill or down.

Get Hooked on Running
Columna / 276 pages / May 2014
Sílvia Tremoleda was
born in Madrid in 1974.
She is trained in dietetics
and human nutrition
by the University of
Barcelona and holds
a Masters in Sport
Nutrition from the COI.
Since 1998 she lectures
and teaches about
nutrition and regularly
publishes articles in
various sports and

health magazines.
She has worked as the
dietitian of the Spanish
national women’s ﬁeld
hockey team and the
ﬁrst-string teams of F.C.
Barcelona in soccer and
basketball.
She currently is part of
the team that prepares
Leo Messi.

